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Links between the VAWG agenda and domestic abuse

The Government’s Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy (July 2021) states that the “term 
‘violence against women and girls’ refers to acts of violence and abuse that we know 
disproportionately affect women and girls”. This includes behaviours and crimes linked to domestic 
abuse. Therefore, there is obviously a cross over between this agenda and that of domestic abuse.

As part of the new Domestic Abuse Act (2021), Sefton Council has established a Domestic 
Abuse Partnership Board which is responsible for overseeing the strategic multi agency response 
to domestic abuse in Sefton. This includes completing a domestic abuse needs assessment
which will provide evidence of the current local needs and gaps in provision which will then 
inform the refresh of Sefton’s Domestic Abuse Strategy. The relevant elements of the Government’s 
VAWG Strategy will be incorporated into this strategy work to avoid duplication.

VAWG related services delivered/funded by Sefton Council

Sefton IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advocates) service
 Sefton IDVA service is core funded and managed by Sefton Council. 
 Additional funding from the Ministry of Justice provided via the Office for the Police and

Crime Commissioner Merseyside has enabled the team to expand (additional 3 IDVA fixed term 
posts until March 2023) taking the team up to 7 advocates. 

 This team provides specialist support to high-risk survivors of domestic abuse, irrespective of 
gender. However, the majority of referrals are in relation to women (91.6% of cases in 2021-
22). This is not unexpected as it is widely recognised that domestic abuse is a gendered form 
of violence.

Sexual Violence support services
 Sefton contributes to the Merseyside wide sexual violence support contract managed by the 

Office for the Police and Crime Commissioner Merseyside. This provides a coordinated 
approach to providing specialist sexual violence and abuse support across the region.

 In Sefton, the service is delivered by RASA and includes the provision of ISVA (Independent 
Sexual Violence Advocate) work and counselling support to survivors of rape and sexual 
assault. 

Commit 2 Change programme
 To successfully tackle violence against women and girls in the long term, there also needs to 

be a range of approaches to challenging and changing perpetrator behaviour. According to the 
Government’s VAWG Strategy “data indicates that these crimes are most often committed by 
someone known to the victim” (p62). It is acknowledged that behaviour change programmes 
for perpetrators have a role to play in this.

 Sefton Council funds and delivers a behaviour change programme for male perpetrators of 
domestic abuse. The programme is voluntary and open to men 18+ with a child. 



Areas for development
 This will be more clearly outlined in the Domestic Abuse Needs Assessment and subsequent 

Domestic Abuse Strategy refresh, however there are some key areas for development that are 
already known.

 Further work to explore how services can best support ‘complex case’ domestic abuse survivors 
(and perpetrators) following the learning from a recent Sefton Domestic Homicide Review.

 Increasing the capacity/offer of behaviour change work for perpetrators in Sefton.
 Prevention work focusing on education and healthy relationships for young people. 


